compelled eventually to abandon Ms trade monopo-
lies, lie was still regarded as a great merchant prince.
The theory which was adopted was that the British
mission in India had for its objective the improve-
ment of the people of the country up to a point
at which their fitness for self-government would
be recognized, when the British would withdraw
from the scene, preserving only a reciprocity .of
commercial interests. This was broadly stated
in a despatch (written by Mr. James Mill) from
the Court of Directors to the Government
of India on the occasion of the renewal of the
Company's Charter in 1833 ; and it has from time
to time been repeated that upon this basis rested
the British tenure of India and that the position,
of the English in the country was that of guardians
or stewards. The people of India still regarded the
great Moghul as the fountain of honour and the
Company as a sort of benevolent agent or admini-
strator, who managed things as they had never
been managed before, paid his servants with great
regularity, and seldom or never broke his word.

The Mutiny of 1857, however, induced a new
order of things, and made a difference in the posi-
tion of affairs : it abolished for ever even the